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November 12th, 1849. 

REV. HUMPHREY LLOYD, D.D., President, 
in the Chair. 

Lord William Fitzgerald was elected a Member of the 

Academy. 



A collection of antiquities, found near Athlone, was pre- 
sented by the Commissioners for the Improvement of the Na- 
vigation of the Shannon. 



Colonel Jones, on the part of the Commissioners of Public 
Works, presented to the Academy some antiquities found in 
the neighbourhood of a cavern near Cushendall, in the county 
of Antrim. 

Along with the list of the articles, Colonel Jones handed 
to the Secretary a description of the cavern, drawn up by 
Denis Black, one of the persons employed by the Commis- 
sioners in the construction of the pier at Redbay Dike. 

According to this account the cavern consisted of two 
parts; the first, running due south from the entrance, was fif- 
teen feet long, four and a half high, and about four and a half 
wide, and of very irregular formation, the whole being coated 
with carbonate of lime from one to six inches thick. The 
floor, which is sixteen and a half feet above the level of high 
water mark, contained water-worn stones, with bones of cattle 
and other animals, all firmly imbedded in the lime, and en- 
crusted with it. The second part of the cave ran westwards 
from the southern extremity of the first, continuing for about 
nine feet, but so contracted by stalactites that it could not be 
explored. This smaller gallery intersects the main trap dike, 
in which the cavern is formed, at right angles to the plane of 
its direction, whilst the larger cavern runs parallel to the dike. 
Outside the entrance, and close to it, were found the remains 
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of two human skeletons, not lying in the usual position : they 
appeared, however, to have been disturbed in the operations 
of quarrying. Promiscuously around them were bones of 
various animals imbedded in a mass of matter, which seemed 
to consist principally of debris from the higher parts of the 
dike ; but it appeared to contain also a large proportion of 
organic matter. 

At a point about ten yards south-west of the cavern were 
found two bronze axes and two silver coins. 

The special thanks of the Academy were voted to the 
Commissioners for their valuable donations to the Museum. 



Joseph Huband Smith, Esq., stated that in the beginning 
of the month of July last, in passing Redbay, near Cushen- 
dall, he learned that several skeletons bad been discovered in 
quarrying for stones for the quay or pier then in progress. 

Mr. Pender, the overseer of the works, informed Mr. Smith 
that the remains of about six skeletons had been discovered in 
what he supposed might have been originally a cave, the top 
and sides of which had fallen in through time ; and that along 
with the skeletons were discovered two bronze axes, one stone 
axe, and two small silver coins, all of which he produced to 
him. The bronze axes were much corroded, and covered with 
an incrustation of rust and verdigris ; they did not appear to 
have been in any degree ornamented. The stone axe was 
much smaller, and of the ordinary form. The coins are both 
engraved in " Ruding's Annals of the Coinage of Great Bri- 
tain, &c. :" London, 1840. The one is a coin of Berhtulf, 
King of Mercia, as Ruding states, A.D. 839. The legend 
being on the obverse BERHTVLF. REX., on the reverse 
BRID. MONETA. The second is a coin of Ceolnoth, 
Archbishop of Canterbury in the same year. The legend on 
the obverse is CIALNO. ARC, and on the reverse 
VVNERE. MONETA. Both coins are in excellent pre- 
servation. 



396 

About a month afterwards Mr. Prender showed Mr. Smith 
two other bronze axes, subsequently discovered in quarrying 
at the foot of the same cliff, but lower down, not much above 
what may have been high-water mark. 

Mr. Smith observed that the discovery of stone and bronze 
weapons together, and in connexion with two. coins of the 
ninth century, appears to be a fact of no little importance in 
fixing a period in which these weapons were apparently in 
actual use. 



Sir W. Betham communicated the following account of a 
meteor observed by him : 

"On Friday, the 2nd of November, about five minutes 
before five o'clock, p. m., I had just entered the gate of my 
house near Blackrock, when my attention was drawn to a 
luminous object approaching from the east towards me, at an 
elevation (as I supposed) of about 500 feet from the earth. Its 
apparent velocity was not greater than that of a rook in steady 
flight. It seemed to pass me at a distance of not more than 
100 yards to the south, and, after keeping its elevation stea- 
dily, to disappear not more than 600 or 700 yards to the west 
of the place where I was standing. 

" It was a round, very brilliant ball, apparently about nine 
or ten inches in diameter, emitting flame and sparks from all 
its sides, and leaving behind it a luminous train, in which 
sparks continued visible at some distance from the ball for a 
few seconds. 

" I watched its progress carefully, but could not observe 
any tendency to descend towards the earth while it continued 
inflamed. 

" It disappeared suddenly, but, although I looked very 
anxiously, I saw no solid residuum fall. 

" It was seen by a servant of mine passing over the hill 
going up to Kingstown, on her way from the sea; and she tells 
me it passed almost directly over her head. She says she 



